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TO:

FROM:

RE:

June  2O,  1985

Coa l  F i 1e ,  I nspec t i on  and  En fo r cemen t  Fo Ide r

David  Lof  ,  Min ing F ie ld  Spec ia l is t  I  
V tu  f , f

/
C j - 0p  M in ing  Company  ,  Bea r  Canyon  M ine ,  ACL /015 /025 ,  Fo lde r
/ / 7 ,  Emery  Coun ty ,  U tah

A par t ia l  i nspec t ion  was  conduc ted  a t  the  above  ment ioned  mine  s i te
on  May  3 I ,  1985 .

Hiawa tha  Seam Po r ta l .  N0V  N85  -4 -B -z { t I  o f  2

Th is  v ioLat ion  was issued on  March  L2 ,  L985 fo r  the  deve lopment  o f  a
pad fo r  access  to  the  H iawatha seam.  The opera tor  was  requ i red  to
cease  a l l  ac t i v i t i es  on  the  pad  and  s lopes  e f fec ted  by  the  pad
deve lopment  immedia te ly .  In  add i t ion  the  opera tor  was  requ i red  to
submi t  comp le te  p lans  to  the  D iv i s ion  fo r  approva l  o f  the  pad
deve lopment  by  March  27 ,  !995 .

0n  Apr i l  l ,  l -985 ,  the  D iv i s ion  rece ived  p lans  fo r  the  opera to r rs
p roposed  deve lopment  o f  the  H iawatha  seam pad .  0n  Apr i l  27 ,  !985 ,
the  D iv i s ion  sen t  the  opera to r  a  le t te r  d l rec t ing  the  opera to r  no t
to  p roceed  w i th  any  ac t i v i t y  in  the  H iawatha  seam excep t  fo r l
sea l ing  the  por ta l ,  and  regrad ing  the  a rea  to  the  approx imate
or ig ina l  con tour ,  and  reseed ing  the  a rea  by  May  17 ,  1985 .

0n  May  14 ,  1985 ,  the  D iv i s ion  sen t  a  le t te r  to  the  opera to r  rev is ing
the  t ime schedu le  fo r  the  opera to r rs  compfe t ion  o f  the  aba tement
measures  se t  fo r th  in  the  D iv i s ion rs  Apr i l  27 ,  1985  le t tex .  The
dead l ines  a re  as  f  o l_ lows :

A.  Sea l  the  por ta l  en t rance by  May L7 ,  L985.

B .  Regrade  the  pad  a rea  to  the  approx imate  o r ig ina l  con tour ,
and  mu lch  and  tack i f y  the  a rea  by  June  10 ,  1985 .

C.  Seed the  area  be tween September  15 ,  1985 and
October  15 ,  l9g5  .

A t  the  t ime o f  th i s  inspec t ion ,  I  i nspec ted  the  H iawatha  seam pad
and por ta l ,  there  had been no  work  done on  the  pad i . t se l f  s ince  my
las t  i nspec t ion .  However ,  the  opera to r  had  seaLed  the  por ta l
en t rance w i th  concre te  b locks  and mor ta r .  The sea l  was  a t  the  face
o f  the  por ta l  en t rance .  The  opera to r  had  cons t ruc ted  the  sea l  w i th
the  wate r  hose ,  wh ich  was  ment ioned  in  p rev ious  inspec t ion  memos
pass ing  th rough  the  sea l .  I  cou ld  no t  de te rmine  whether ,  o r  no t ,
the  opera to r  had  cons t ruc ted  the  v i ra l l  two  b locks  th i ck ,  no r  i f  the
seaL  had  been  recessed  in to  the  r ib  and  f loo r  as  per  the  por ta l
sea l ing  pLans  in  Co-oprs  MRP on  pages  t -87  and  3 -88 .

Accord ing  to  UMC 817 .15  wh ich  a re  the  regu la t ions  govern i .ng
permanent  cas ing  and  sea l ing  o f  underg round  open ings  the  D iv i s ion
d i f fe rs  to  MSHA,  Regu la t ions  ( r0  DFR 75 . I7L I )  as  to  how the  sea ls
w iL l  ac tua lLy  be  cons t ruc ted .  Because  o f  th i s ,  MSHA inspec to rs  w i l I
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be  con tac ted  t o  i nsu re  t ha t  t he  ope ra to r  has  cons t ruc ted  t he  seaLs
in  acco rdance  w i t h  t he i r  r egu la t i ons .

M ine  Wa te r  D i scha rge ,  NOV N85 -4 -13 -1

Th i s  v i o l a t i on  was  i s sued  on  Ap r i l  23 ,  1985  f o r  t he  ope ra to r t s
d i scha rg ing  o f  m ine  wa te r  t o  t he  sed i i r en t  pond  w i t hou t  app rova l .
I hu  ope ra to r  was  requ i red  t o  s top  d i scha rg ing  wa te r  f r om the  m ine
immed ia te l y ,  and  t o  subm i t  comp le te  p l ans  t o  t he  D i v i s i on  f o r  t he
pe rm i t t i ng  o f  m j -ne  wa te r  c j i s cha rge  t o  t he  su r f  ace  by  June  8 ,  1985 .

New T ruck  Load in Fac i l i t i e s N8 5 -4 - I8 -1

Dur ing  the  course  o f  my  inspec t ion ,  I  no t i ced  cons t ruc t ion
ac t i v i t i es  tak ing  p lace  on  the  coa i  s tockp i le  pad .  I t  appeared  tha t
the  opera to r  was  in  the  p rocess  o f  cons t ruc t in 'g  the i r  new t ruck
Loadou t  and  s tack ing  tube  fac i l i t i es .  A t  tha t  t ime ,  they  had  a tmos t
compLeted the  excavat ion  fo r  the  conveyor  tunneL f r6m wh6re  the  base
o f  the  base  o f  the  new s tack ing  tube  i i t f  Ue  to  the  t ruck  loadou t .

To  my knowledge the  opera tor  d id  no t  have approva l  to  p roceed w i th
these  ac t i v i t i es  the re fo re ,  I  wen t  to  tne  sba le  house  b f f i ces  a t  the
mine s i te  and t r ied  to  con iac t  f {ende lL  0wen who v {as  no t  ava i lab le  a t
tha t  t ime .  r  then  ca l led  the  D iv i s ion  o f f i ces  and  spoke  w i th  permi t
Superv iso r ,  John  Whi tehead ,  who  i s  respons ib le  fo r  rLv iew ing  the
opera to r rs  Bear  canyon  permi t .  He  in fb rmed me tha t  the  D iv i s ion  had
sen t  the  opera to r  a  de f i c iency  l_e t te r  on  March  29 ,  !995 ,  and  tha t  a
response  to  tha t  le t te r  had  no t  been  rece ived .

Because  the  opera to r -d id  no t  have  approva l  to  cons t ruc t  the  s tack ing
tube  and  loadou t  fac i l i t i es  No t i ce  b t  V io t  a t ion  N85-4 -18- I  was
issued,  i t  reads  as  fo l lo t , rs :

Natu re  o f  t he  V io l a t i on

Conduc t i ng  unde rg round  m in ing  ae t i v i t i e s  v { i t hou t  D i v i s i on
app rova l .

P rov i s i ons  o f  t he  Requ la t i ons Ae t o r  Pe rm i t  V io l a ted

ucA 40-10-9
UMC 77L .L9

Po r t i on  o f  t he  0pe ra t i on  t o  l , ' l h i eh  No t i ce  App l i es

Cons t ruc t i on  o f  new  s tack ing  t ube
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Remed ia l  Ac t ion  Requ i red

Cease  a I I  cons t ruc t ion  ac t i v i t i es  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  new
stack ing  tube  un t i l  w r i t ten  approvaL  i s  rece ived  f rom the
Div is ion .

T ime fo r  Aba tement

Immed ia te l y

The  no t i ce  v l as  se rved  t he  c l e r k  a t  t he  sca rehouse .

I C

cc :  Donna  Gr i f f i n ,  OSM
Me l  Coon rod ,  Co -0p  M in ing  Company
Joe  He l f r i ch ,  D0GM
John  l { h i t ehead ,  D0GM

Sta t i s t i c s :  See  So ld i e r  Canyon  M ine  memo da ted  June  18 ,  1985
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